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To CITIZENS OF AHMEDABAB AND SURAT
National civil disobedience has been suspended but a golden
opportunity lies before you. You have a local grievance. You can
give a good proof of the mettle of the people in your city. The
Government appointed the Committees1 against your wishes. Per-
sonally, I have been much grieved by your fellow-citizens coming
forward to serve on them. This, however, should cause no dis-
appointment. They will not be able to function without the co-
operation of citizens. No children, of course, will attend the schools
run by the Committees unless you send them there. Nor need you
pay taxes against your wishes. Let there be, on the one hand, the
Committees appointed by the Government against your wishes
and, against them, let there be your city's mahajan. People will then
know what support the Committees have.
You can carry on this work with the utmost civility and in a
perfectly peaceful manner. After discussing matters with the Com-
mittees, take up all the responsibilities which you can shoulder
and leave those which you cannot. I am eager to watch a civi-
lized competition between the two. There is no doubt that
even if one party takes care not to overstep the limits of pro-
priety, the other, too, will have no choice but to act in like
manner. If, therefore, the citizens work without ever using harsh
language, they will certainly win. The first duty of the residents of
these cities is to see that not a single one of the national schools
passes out of their control. For this, enthusiastic workers and funds
are all that is needed. If we cannot find these, we are bound to
be defeated.
SATYAGRAHA BY DHASA DURBAR
Desai Gopaldas is the Durbar2 of a town called Dhasa in
Kathiawar. The people of that place lead a very happy and simple
life. The relationship between the Durbar and his subjects is as
cordial as between father and son. The movement for swadeshi,
the removal of untouchability and similar activities are proceed-
ing in Dhasa with great vigour. Being a Patidar3, however,
Shri Desai could not restrain himself when Abbas Saheb took
charge of the Kheda district; he left the management of affairs in
Dhasa to his wife and plunged into the movement in Kheda.
Everyone has seen the correspondence between him and the
1 For the circumstances which led to the Government action, vide '*Muni-
cipalities in Trouble", 15-12-1921.
2 Ruler of a small principality
3 A community in Gujarat, consisting chiefly of peasant-farmers